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Organ Dedication Service and Recital
R.A. Colby- Opus 573

October 4, 2026, at 4 p.m.

Dr. Nathaniel Gumbs, Recitalist




Welcome Rev. Dr. Nicole Partin Abdnour, Senior Pastor & Head of Staff

Prayer of Dedication

Introduction of Guest Organist Tony Sane, Director of Music Ministries
Recital
Variations de Concert Joseph Bonnet

(1884-1944)

Harmonies du Soir Sigfrid Karg-Elert
(1877-1933)

Andante Variations in D Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy
(1809-1847)

Toccata in F, BWV 540/1 Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)
My Lord, What a Morning Raymond Haan
(b. 1938)
HYMN #65 Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah (CWM RHONDDA)
Spirit Fantasy Carl Haywood
(b. 1949)
Sonata No. 1 in F minor, Op. 65, No. 1 Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy
Allegro moderato e serioso
Adagio

Andante Recitativo
Allegro assai vivace

EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT: Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.
www.concertorganists.com



NATHANIEL GUMBS

Biography

Nathaniel Gumbs is a native of the Bronx, NY and has
performed throughout the United States and abroad,
including Antigua, St. Thomas, Ghana, Paris, and
Munich, and is consistently gathering new fans and
followers. In a review of a recorded performance with
bass-baritone Dashon Burton, The New York Times
described Nathaniel’s playing as “mature, lyrical,
accurate and energetic,” and that his performance
was presented “deftly and with feeling.”

Dr. Gumbs currently serves as Director of Music at
The Riverside Church in New York City and Director
of the Organ Studies Program at Westminster Choir
College. He earned his undergraduate degree from
Shenandoah Conservatory in Virginia, his Master of
Music degree from Yale University, and his Doctor
of Musical Arts degree from the Eastman School of
Music. Nathaniel’s principal teachers include Steven
Cooksey, David Higgs, and Martin Jean.

Prior to his current appointments, Nathaniel served

as Director of Chapel Music at Yale University where he worked with students, faculty,

and guests to coordinate music for three worshiping communities: the University Church

in Battell Chapel, the Yale Divinity School community, and the Berkeley Divinity School
community, the latter two communities both worshiping in Marquand Chapel. He also
served previously as Interim Minister of Music and Fine Arts at the historic Abyssinian Baptist
Church in Harlem, NY, and as Director of Music and Arts and Church Organist at Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church in Charlotte, NC, where he led several hundred volunteer
musicians and staff in four choirs and other ensembles.

Nathaniel maintains a vibrant career as a concert organist, managed by Karen McFarlane
Artists, Inc. He is also featured on various recording projects through GIA publications
with Dr. James Abbington, choral projects with award-winning conductor Dr. Jason

Max Ferdinand, and recordings of revised choral works by Margaret Bonds with NY
Philharmonic’s Chorus Director, Dr. Malcolm Merriweather. Nathaniel is a contributing
composer in Pulling Out The Stops, Volume 3, Congregational Song Accompaniments
for Organ, published by Augsburg Fortress. Most recently, he released his first organ solo
project entitled King of Kings: Organ Music of Black Composers, Past and Present.



Thank You to Our Donors

Rennie and JC All (in honor of our grandchildren)
Marcia Arsnow (in honor of Charlie, Madie, and Mason Barton)
Lynn and Bob Brennan
Joan Brown (in memory of Don H. Brown, Sr.)
Kay Browne
Janet and Jim Deavor (in honor of the MPPC Music Ministry)
Anne and Michael Farmer (in honor of the MPPC Music Ministry, led by Tony Sane)
Dick Giffen (in memory of Ginny Giffen)
Karen Giffen (in honor of Dick Giffen and in memory of Ginny Giffen)
Tina Garrett (in honor of Dick Giffen and in memory of Ginny Giffen)
Michelle and Bob Gottke
Debbie and Fritz Goulding
Lisa and Marshall Hay (in memory of our grandson, Addison Anders Johnson Jr.)
Patti Horton (in memory of my sister, Karen Riales)
Andy Kay
Peggy and Bill Leete (in honor of the MPPC Music Ministry)
Susan Mellichamp (in memory of Douglas Mellichamp)
Tammy Bucy and Gregg Miller (in gratitude for all of our music teachers)
Anne and Robert Ostrom
Susanne and Dick Query
Julia and John Royall (in honor and memory of Claudia H. Royall and John Edward Royall Sr.)
Mary Seabrook Bell (in memory of Mike and Mary Seabrook)
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon D. Schreck
Donna and David Smith (in honor of Shenwei Geng and Tony Sane)
Pam and Rick Spivey (in memory of Frances Bunch)
Donna and Mac Thigpen (in honor of MPPC Organists and Choir Directors, past and present)
Martha and Pat Waters (in honor of all those who serve)

Penny and Stanley Wilson (in honor of our children and grandchildren)



