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welcome to 
mount pleasant presbyterian church!
Good morning!

We are grateful that God has called you to worship with us this morning. MPPC is a community of
believers seeking to live faithful lives of discipleship in response to God’s grace and love. Here, all are
welcomed and encouraged to actively live out God’s love with energy, compassion, and joy.

May this time of worship fill your heart with hope, renew your spirit, and bring you joy as we praise God
together. “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” — Psalm 118:24

							       Grace and Peace,
						      Rev. Dr. Nicole Partin Abdnour

if you’re new:
Thank you for your presence today, worship is a 
special time and we are glad you chose to spend 
that time with us! If you would like to learn more 
about MPPC, here are a few suggested next steps:
•	 Visit mppc.net/new to find the answers to 

your most frequently asked questions. (You 
can find information about our new member 
classes there as well).

•	 Read our quarterly newsletter, The Pelican, 
at mppc.net/newsletter or subscribe to our 
weekly enewsletter at mppc.net/sign-up-for-
updates.

•	 Check out some of our upcoming events and 
volunteer opportunities at mppc.net/events or 
mppc.net/volunteer.

•	 Call us at 843-884-4612.

giving:
We glorify God by expressing our 
gratitude through giving of our time, 
talents and treasures. Together, we 
steward God’s blessings to create opportunities 
for love and mercy to be experienced in our 
community and around the world. Please visit 
onrealm.org/mppc/give/now to give online or 
scan the QR code.

children of all 
ages are welcome 
in worship!
Children’s activities, Bibles and Bible story 
books are provided for children at the back of 
the Sanctuary on both sides and in the balcony. 
Childcare for children (infant through Pre-K) is 
available for all worship and education times in the 
Nursery (SB 110).

first aid:
In case of an emergency, please call 911. AEDs 
(defibrillators) are located in the narthex, the 
front office, the lobby of GH, and outside FH 2. 

hearing devices:
Available in the Narthex.
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CHIMING OF THE TRINITY

PRELUDE 			             Prelude in C Major       	  J.S. Bach, Dr. Shenwei Geng

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 		  Ellen Creed Branham

INTROIT 	      Search Me O, God                                         I-to Loh, Chancel Choir 

CALL TO WORSHIP	 Rob Crowder
God has gathered us to this place, 

where we hear stories that show us what the kingdom of God is like. 

God summons us to this place, 

where we learn how to serve God right here right now. 

God will send us from this place, 

as people who continue to work for God’s love, justice, and mercy. 

We’ve come to worship God, who loved us before we were yet born, who knows us better than we 
know ourselves, whose presence never leaves us, and whose love for us never ceases. 

Come, let us worship God!   		      

OPENING PRAYER 				  
†HYMN       			      I Sing the Mighty Power of God   	          Hymn #32

†CALL TO CONFESSION	
†PRAYER OF CONFESSION	

Lord God, you sow seeds of hope, abundance, and new life. Yet we act in ways that sow division; 
we make rules that hurt, and sometimes we act as if we’re in charge of choosing who’s in your 
kingdom and who’s out. Forgive our anxious weeding, O God, and help us in the work of repair 
and regrowth. Teach us to trust you, gardener of our lives and knitter of our souls, that your 
kingdom may be revealed on earth. 
  
Silence is kept. The congregation is invited to sing Hymn #426 together:

Search me, O God, and know my heart.
Try me, O God, and know my thoughts,
and see if there be any wicked way in me.
And lead me in the everlasting way.

†ASSURANCE OF PARDON

†SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 				  
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
(The congregation is invited to share signs of Christ’s peace and reconciling love with one another.)

ORDER OF WORSHIP

† Please stand as you are able. • Bold text is spoken in unison. • Please turn off your cell phones or place them on silent.
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†GLORY TO GOD WHOSE GOODNESS SHINES ON ME 		  	 Hymn #582
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen. World
without end, without end. Amen. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION & FIRST READING        	 Psalm 139, Revised JPS edition 2023, 
Rob Crowder

O ETERNAL One, You have examined me and know me. 

When I sit down or stand up You know it; You discern my thoughts from afar. 

You observe my walking and reclining, and are familiar with all my ways. 

There is not a word on my tongue but that You, O ETERNAL One, know it well. 

You hedge me before and behind; You lay Your hand upon me. 

It is beyond my knowledge; it is a mystery; I cannot fathom it. 

Where can I escape from Your spirit? Where can I flee from Your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, You are there; if I descend to Sheol, You are there too 

If I take wing with the dawn to come to rest on the western horizon, 

even there Your hand will be guiding me, Your right hand will be holding me fast. 

If I say, “Surely darkness will conceal me, night will provide me with cover,” 

darkness is not dark for You; night is as light as day; darkness and light are the same. 

It was You who created my conscience; You fashioned me in my mother’s womb. 

I praise You, for I am awesomely, wondrously made; Your work is wonderful; I know it very well. 

My frame was not concealed from You when I was shaped in a hidden place, knit together in the 
recesses of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed limbs; they were all recorded in Your book; in due time they were 
formed, to the very last one of them. 

How weighty Your thoughts seem to me, O God, how great their number! 

I count them—they exceed the grains of sand; I end—but am still with You. 

O God, if You would only slay the wicked— you murderers, away from me!— 

who invoke You for intrigue, Your enemies who swear by You falsely. 

O ETERNAL One, You know I hate those who hate You, and loathe Your adversaries. 

I feel a perfect hatred toward them; I count them my enemies. 

Examine me, O God, and know my mind; probe me and know my thoughts. 

See if I have vexatious ways, and guide me in ways everlasting.

CONGREGATION WELCOMES THE CHILDREN & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Please sing What Does the Lord Require of You: “What does the Lord require of you? What does the 
Lord require of you? To seek justice and love kindness and walk humbly with your God.” 
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ANTHEM        				    Ubi Caritas	     Victor Johnson, Chancel Choir
Latin: Where there is charity and love, God is there. The love of Christ had gathered us together, let us rejoice and 

be glad in it. And with a sincere heart, let us love one another.

SECOND READING & SERMON       Matthew 13:24-30, Common English Bible, Ellen Creed Branham
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like someone who planted good seed in his field. 

While people were sleeping, an enemy came and planted weeds among the wheat and went away. When the stalks 
sprouted and bore grain, then the weeds also appeared. “The servants of the landowner came and said to him, 
‘Master, didn’t you plant good seed in your field? Then how is it that it has weeds?’ “‘An enemy has done this,’ 

he answered. “The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’ “But the landowner said, ‘No, 
because if you gather the weeds, you’ll pull up the wheat along with them. Let both grow side by side until the 

harvest. And at harvesttime I’ll say to the harvesters, “First gather the weeds and tie them together in bundles to be 
burned. But bring the wheat into my barn.’” 

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    	 From A Brief Statement of Faith, Suzy Edwards
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom 
alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed 
the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word 
and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. We trust in God the Holy 
Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life [and] we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and 
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, 
Lord Jesus!” 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER    	
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING	
We are grateful for your gifts that support the mission and ministry of the Body of Christ.
Please visit onrealm.org/mppc/give/now to give online or scan the QR code.

OFFERTORY       	     			   Here I Am, Lord 	            Arr. Marianne Kim
 

†DOXOLOGY #609	 	 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, 
alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

†PRAYER OF DEDICATION 	  

†HYMN       			                 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come		  Hymn #367
Despite its familiar Thanksgiving associations, the real concern of this hymn text is to recall the harvest imagery 

Jesus used to describe the fulfillment of God’s sovereignty.      

†BENEDICTION 	  

†BENEDICTION RESPONSE 			   Amen		  Franz Schubert 

POSTLUDE       				              Sortie in E-Flat 		 	 Lefébure- Wély 
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worship notes:
Cover Image: Holy Mountain II, Horace Pippin (1944) 

pastoral concern?
Please share any pastoral care concerns — such as 
hospitalizations, life changes, or other needs — by 
emailing (jchapin@mppc.net) or calling Jill Chapin or by 
reaching out directly to a member of the pastoral staff. 
For after-hours emergencies, please call the Pastor-on-
Call line at 843-901-9977.

flowers:
Consider placing flowers in the Sanctuary in memory 
or in honor of a loved one, or in celebration of an event, 
sign up at mppc. net/sanctuary-flowers or in the 
reception area.

adopt a day  
at hope house:
In Honor of Hope House;  
given by Marilee Decoff for July 1

In Memory of Thomas Murray;  
given by Yves Latremouille for July 2

In Memory of Susan Hufham;  
given by Sister’s in Christ, Circle 5 for July 3

In Loving Memory of Richard “Dick” Pate on his July 4th 
Birthday; given by Kathleen Pate for July 4

In Honor of Bob deHoll;  
from all of the Davidson’s for July 6

In Memory of Cheryl deHoll; 
from all of the Davidson’s for July 7

In Memory of Susan Hufham;  
given by Jo Ann Hiott for July 9

In Honor of Hope House; given by Dal and Linda 
Schreck in celebration of their 46th wedding anniversary 
on July 11

In Honor of Jayne Ellicott, Pat and Steven Johnson, 
Sara Riley and Chris McAuliffe, for the beautiful flowers 
planted in the Prayer Garden; given by the Hope House 
Ministry Team for July 15

pastor:
Rev. Dr. Nicole Partin Abdnour
Senior Pastor & Head of Staff

staff:
Jill Adams
Children’s Ministry Assistant

Jill Chapin
Executive Assistant to the Pastor

Allie Dombkowski
Receptionist 

Glenna Durbin
Director of Youth Ministry

Suzy Edwards
Director of Christian Education

Logan Prochaska Garabato
Director of Communications

Dr. Shenwei Geng
Organist

Scott Hanling
Sexton

Stacy Hanling
Director of Daily Operations

Lauren Houston
Music Ministry Assistant

Keith Melluso
Director of Church Business Administration

Beth Moore
Director of Hope House

Tony Sane
Director of Music Ministries

Lindsey Skinner
Director of the Learning Center

Trish Snead
Administrative Assistant

session & diaconate:
A list of our session members and deacons can be 
found at mppc.net/about. Find session documents and 
more at mppc.net/our-session.

thank you for worshipping with us!
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MUSIC & ARTS CAMP: The MPPC music ministry 
invites you to join us for another musical-in-a-week 
camp! Rising 1st-8th graders will meet from 9 a.m.-
12 p.m. on July 27- July 31. All children will have 
the opportunity to work on all areas of the musical. 
The week will culminate with a musical performance 
on August 2 during worship. Questions? Email 
LHouston@ mppc.net or TSane@mppc.net or sign 
up on Realm! We still have spots remaining!

LITURGIST TRAINING CLASS: Pastor Nicole 
would love to have greater diversity of voices 
leading our Sunday morning worship — not 
just reading Scripture but participating in other 
elements of the service as well. Training will take 
place in GH 123 on Sun., Aug. 2 at 9 a.m. All ages 
welcome! Please sign up with jchapin@mppc.net.

CHOIR KICKOFF: DINNER & REHEARSAL: Join 
us on Wed., Aug. 5 for dinner in FH at 6 p.m., 
followed by a brief, informational rehearsal. All 
voices are welcome - whether you have been in 
the choir for years or you’re trying it out for the first 
time! Contact Tony at tsane@mppc.net for info.

NEW INQUIRERS CLASS: Our next Inquirers Class 
will be held on Sun., Aug. 9. Participants will meet 
at 11:15 am in Seabrook 208. This class is open to 
anyone who is SB in learning more about MPPC. 
There is no pressure to join, although we would 
love to have you! Pastors, Elders and other church 
leaders will talk about life at MPPC and answer any 
questions. If you are considering our church home, 
please contact Dale Conrad with any questions. 
Register at mppc.net/new.

HANDS OF CHRIST: There are a few ways you 
can support our mission partner, Hands of Christ, 
this summer! Hands of Christ distributes clothing 
and school supplies to children in need across the 
Lowcountry. 

1. Volunteer to help out on one of their Back to 
School Distribution Days from July 25 to Aug. 8! 
Volunteers should arrive 30 minutes prior to the 
doors opening to receive assignments. The full 
schedule and details can be found in the eNews. 
2. Attend the HOC Benefit Concert on Sunday, 
August 2 at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary at James 
Island Presbyterian Church! The choirs of 
St. James, James Island, and Harbor View 
Presbyterian Churches present their annual 
benefit concert, with all proceeds supporting 
the Hands of Christ and its back-to-school 
distribution program. 

SONGS AT THE PALMS: On August 16 at 1 & 2 
p.m., singers and musicians of all ages and skill 
levels are invited to minister in music at The Palms 
Assisted Living Community in Mount Pleasant. 
There will be a rehearsal to be determined prior 
to the 16th. If you are interested or have any 
questions, please reach out to Tony.

S.T.E.P.S. 2026 will take place on Sat., Aug. 29 at 
8:45 a.m. at MPPC. This year’s theme is “Share 
Abundantly in Every Good Work.” Registration is 
now open. Please sign up by Wednesday, July 22 
to receive the early bird pricing of $20. Visit mppc.
net/events to sign up, or if you are interested in 
volunteering.

life at mppc

announcements:

calendar of events:
SUN., JULY 19
10 AM: ECCO Grocery Bag Drop Off

JULY 27 -31
9 AM-12 PM: Music & Arts Camp

SUN., AUG 2
9 AM: Liturgist Training, GH 123
10 AM: In the Image Children’s Performance &  
            Communion, Sanctuary
11 AM: Lemonade on the Lawn

WED., AUG 5
6 PM: Choir Kickoff: Dinner & Rehearsal, FH

SUN., AUG 9
10 AM: Ordination and Installation of Officers, Sanctuary
11:15 AM: New Inquirers Class, SB 208

SUN., AUG. 16
1 PM: Songs at the Palms, The Palms Mt Pleasa

See more details and register at mppc.net/events!




