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Strengthen your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is near.

— James 5:81

1Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations throughout are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible, copyright 1989, by the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Advent
The word Advent derives from the Latin word meaning “to come.” Advent is a beginning 
— the start of the new liturgical year and a fresh opportunity to immerse ourselves in the 
great story of our salvation through Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem. Advent also points 
to an ending — the consummation of all things when Christ will return in glory to bring 
righteousness, justice, and peace. We begin the season of Advent with our eyes on the 
horizon: watching and waiting for Christ’s coming.
    

Advent is an annual refresher course on the nature of Christian 
hope. We look back across the long arc of history to understand 
and remember who God is and how God works in the world 
— mighty and merciful; ever-faithful and abounding in love; 
creating, redeeming, sustaining all that is. We look forward, too, 
straining to see the new thing God is doing — a river flowing in 
the desert, a fresh shoot growing from an old stump, weapons of 
war turned into instruments of peace. Thus, we learn to proclaim 
the gospel with confidence, trusting that the Spirit will work 
wonders, the promises of God will come to pass, and Jesus will 
continue to lead the way.2 

This year the Adult Faith Formation Ministry team invites you to reflect during the season 
of Advent as each week we light a candle on the Advent wreath. In the ancient world, 
various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and to pray for 
the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the traditional lighting 
of the Advent wreath. These candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming 
again in all fullness into the darkness of our world. Until that day, we watch and wait in 
holy expectation for Christ’s coming, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and 
remembering the promises of God with prayer.3

Each week includes a simple liturgy that you are invited to use as you light your Advent 
wreath at home. You may wish to turn off the lights as your family gathers around the 
wreath. Different members of the family might each take a turn in the liturgical readings 
and prayers.

May hope, peace, joy, and love live in your hearts and minds as we celebrate
the good news of Jesus Christ — Emmanuel, God With Us.

2David Gambrell, Presbyterians Today, https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-1119-wpb/
3https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/worship/pdfs/lighting_the_advent_wreath.pdf
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Hope

Greeting
Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, 
remembering the promises of God with prayer. 

Lighting
We light this candle in hope. (Light the first candle)

Scripture
Hear God’s promise of hope from Isaiah 40:31:
Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

Reflect
Hope is the feeling of expectation and a desire for something 
to happen.  This year has been such a trying time in the world with pandemic, social 
unrest, contentious elections, storms, fires, earthquakes, and personal challenges; hope 
can be difficult to find.  However, it is in times like these that we need hope the most.  The 
good news is that those who hope in the Lord will be renewed in strength.  In this season 
of Advent, we wait with great expectation for the living hope promised to us through the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ.

Prayer
God of hope, into our darkness come! (individual prayers may be offered...) Amen.

Week 1 (November 28 - December 4)

Advent at Home: Liturgy for Lighting the Advent Wreath

Artwork by Lyles Bruorton.
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Hope
Scripture
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live 
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Luke 21:25-36
 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 
confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption 
is drawing near.” 
 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things have taken place. 
 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. “Be on guard so that your hearts 
are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not 
catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert 
at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.”

Devotional
“Hope”

Week 1 (November 28 - December 4)

A favorite movie I enjoy watching at Christmas is 
the 1947 Christmas classic The Bishop’s Wife. It is a 
movie filled with hopes – a bishop hopes to build a 
new cathedral, his wife longs for the loving marriage 
they once shared.  One might easily say they hoped 
for – longed for – love of life itself.  An angel, however, 
hopes to teach everyone he encounters the message 
of Christmas.  

When the angel’s work is done and lives transformed, 
he leaves a sermon for the bishop to deliver on 
Christmas Eve night.  
 

“Tonight, I want to tell you the story of an empty 
stocking.” The bishop begins.

“Once upon a midnight clear, there was a child’s 
cry, a blazing star hung over a stable, and wise 
men came with birthday gifts. We haven’t 
forgotten that night down the centuries. We 
celebrate it with stars on Christmas trees, with the 
sound of bells, and with gifts.”

“But especially with gifts. You give me a book; I 
give you a tie. Aunt Martha has always wanted 
an orange squeezer and Uncle Henry can do with 
a new pipe. For we forget nobody, adult or child. 
All the stockings are filled, all that is, except one. 
And we have even forgotten to hang it up. The 
stocking for the child born in a manger. It’s his 
birthday we’re celebrating. Don’t let us ever forget 
that.”

“Let us ask ourselves what He would wish for 
most. And then, let each put in his share, loving 
kindness, warm hearts, and a stretched-out hand 
of tolerance. All the shinning gifts that make 
peace on earth.”

Seventy-five years later the words of that sermon still 
resonate in our hearts. We hope for that Christmas 
where life is good. Simply, wonderfully, good.

In a world ruled by Rome and oppression prevalent, 
Jews were tired. They hoped for the coming of the 
Messiah who would set them free and bring them 
new life.  

Continued on to next page.
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Prayer
Dear Heavenly Father,

As we begin this Advent season, we ask as David did in Psalm 25 that you show us your 
ways and teach us your path, for you are our God and Savior.  Remind us daily that our 
hope is found in You, not the things of this world.  

Fill us with your Holy Spirit so that as we study your word our eyes will be opened and our 
hearts softened.  In your abounding love you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to be the light of 
the world and the living hope for all people.  Let us be children of your light and rejoice in 
your truth.  We ask all of these things in the name of your son Jesus Christ. Amen.

~ Caroline Feller, Mission Ministry

Artwork by Lauren.

~ Dr. Dan Wiard, Director of Christian Education

As the prophet Isaiah foretold in Isaiah 9:6-7, 

“A child will be born to us. A son will be given 
to us. He will rule over us. And he will be called 
Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God. He will also 
be called Father Who Lives Forever and Prince 
Who Brings Peace. The authority of his rule will 
continue to grow. The peace he brings will never 
end. He will rule on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom. He will make the kingdom strong and 
secure. His rule will be based on what is fair and 
right. It will last forever. The LORD’s great love will 
make sure that happens. He rules over all.”

Jesus did come.  He was everything they hoped and 
at the same time different and so much more than 
they fathomed.  Is there any way anyone could truly 
understand what Jesus would bring?

Today we hope.  We hope for peace in war ravaged 
parts of the world.  We hope for peace and some 
sense of compassion in our own backyards and 
in our country that is markedly divided by ideals, 

extremism, and personal wants.  The economic 
divide grows, our compassion and outreach for 
others from other countries where people suffer 
from violence and oppression wanes.  Natural 
disasters destroy access to basic needs of shelter, 
food, and water.  Terrorism and racism and fears of 
all sorts shape our lives rather than our hope in God 
being the guiding force in our daily living.  I wonder 
how our world might change if our hope – and 
actions – were placed in the hands of God.

Advent is a season we anticipate the birth of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.  This Advent, may we reflect 
on God’s greatest gift to us in God’s son. There is so 
much for which we hope; there is only one in which 
hope is true. “A child will be born to us. A son will be 
given to us. He will rule over us. And he will be called 
Wonderful Adviser and Mighty God. He will also be 
called Father Who Lives Forever and Prince Who 
Brings Peace.”

Devotional Continued



9

1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
and into an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, who are being protected by the power of 
God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, 
even if now for a little while you have had to 
suffer various trials, so that the genuineness 
of your faith—being more precious than gold 
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may 
be found to result in praise and glory and hon-
or when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even 
though you do not see him now, you believe 
in him and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Jeremiah 29:8-14
For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s 
seventy years are completed will I visit you, 
and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring 
you back to this place. For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope. Then when you call upon 
me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 
When you search for me, you will find me; if 
you seek me with all your heart, I will let you 
find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your 
fortunes and gather you from all the nations 
and all the places where I have driven you, 
says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the 
place from which I sent you into exile. 

Psalm 62:5-6
For God alone my soul waits in silence, for my 
hope is from him. He alone is my rock and my 
salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken.

Colossians 3:1-4
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek 
the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth, for you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ 
who is your life is revealed, then you also will 
be revealed with him in glory.

Deuteronomy 31:6
Be strong and bold; have no fear or dread of 
them, because it is the Lord your God who 
goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake 
you.”

Isaiah 40:28-31
Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator 
of the ends of the earth. He does not 
faint or grow weary; his understanding is 
unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, 
and strengthens the powerless. Even youths 
will faint and be weary, and the young will fall 
exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord 
shall renew their strength, they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

Psalm 130:1-8
 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my supplications! If you, O 
Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could 
stand? But there is forgiveness with you, so 
that you may be revered. 
 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and 
in his word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who watch for the morning, 
more than those who watch for the morning. 
 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the 
Lord there is steadfast love, and with him 
is great power to redeem. It is he who will 
redeem Israel from all its iniquities.
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Peace

Greeting
Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light 
candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, 
remembering the promises of God with 
prayer.  

Lighting
We light this candle in hope.  
(Light the first candle) 

We light this candle for peace.  
(Light the second candle)

Scripture
Hear God’s promise of peace from  
Luke 1:78-79:
By the tender mercy of our God,
   the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
   to give light to those who sit in darkness     
   and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Reflect
“May the peace of Christ Jesus be with 
you.”  We say this every Sunday in worship, 
but what do we mean by these words?  
Peace can have many meanings.  It can be 
a feeling of calmness or a serene sense of 
comfort.  Sometimes during Advent, we 
can get overwhelmed with things to do 
and with expectations to “make Christmas 
perfect,” that we can easily miss the peace 
of the season. How can you take time this 
year to let go of busyness and make room 
for peace?

Prayer
God of hope, into our darkness come! 
(individual prayers may be offered...) Amen.

Week 2 (December 5-11)

Advent at Home: Liturgy for Lighting the Advent Wreath

Artwork by Ashley DeWeese.

May you 
experience 
God’s peace 
this week.
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Peace
Scripture
Malachi 3:1-4
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 
the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and 
as in former years.

Luke 3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out 
in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and ev-
ery mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made 
smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ “

Devotional

Week 2 (December 5-11)

Our scripture reading for this week tells us that the 
word of God came to John in the wilderness. If we 
are familiar with the New Testament, we know who 
John is and we have a good idea of what the word of 
God is all about but how familiar are we with what 
Luke calls the “wilderness”. The Greek Word Luke 
uses to describe this place is EREMOS; its definition 
is a solitary, lonely, desolate, uninhabited place. Luke 
uses this word 12 times more than any other Gospel 
writer. In the wilderness, this lonely and desolate 
place, the word of God comes to John. He is given a 
vision of what is to come, a vison of a ruler to whom 
even the mountains and hills will bow down.  

This Advent season we receive the same vision.  A 
king is coming to us, not as a mighty warrior but as 
a defenseless baby. Not from a golden palace, but 
from a lowly manger. This king will not bring wealth 
or status but peace. In Johns Gospel chapter 12 verse 
27, Jesus tells the disciples: Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and 
do not let them be afraid.

My question to you dear friend, where is your 
wilderness? Look there for the Word of God to find 
you and fill you with Peace!

~ Rev. Bart Edwards,  
Associate Pastor & Interim Head of Staff

Artwork by Weller Magill.
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Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you for loving us and providing everything you know we need. 
Help us to calm our minds so they are not filled with endless lists of things that we have 
deemed important, yet deep down we know they are not. Help us to calm our ears so they 
are not bombarded with the daily loud noises that drown out the sweeter, more quiet 
sounds all around us if we just stop to listen for them. Help us calm our bodies that can 
be so busy, running errands, making sure there is “enough” of whatever we decided was 
critical at the time. Help us calm our hearts from the real loss and grieving many have 
suffered and are suffering to create room for joy. Only you can help us find this calm in our 
daily lives that can feel like marathons we are being asked to run with little to no training. 
You sent us your Son, the Prince of Peace, so that we will have your peace. As John tells us 
in 16:33,  “…in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; 
I have overcome the world.”  As we prepare in Advent to celebrate the coming of your Son, 
the Prince of Peace, help us keep the focus on you and the peace only you can provide. In 
Jesus’s precious name we pray, Amen.

~ Maryanne Davis, Fellowship & Congregational Life Ministry Team

Artwork by Eleanor Helmly.



13

Isaiah 11:1-9
 A shoot shall come out from the stump 
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowl-
edge and the fear of the Lord. 
 His delight shall be in the fear of the 
Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; but with righ-
teousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wick-
ed. Righteousness shall be the belt around 
his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his 
loins. 
 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf 
and the lion and the fatling together, and a 
little child shall lead them. The cow and the 
bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 
hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea.

John 14:25-27
“I have said these things to you while I am still 
with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you. I do not give to you 
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”

John 16:33
“I have said this to you, so that in me you may 
have peace. In the world you face persecution. 
But take courage; I have conquered the 
world!”

Romans 5:1-5
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained 
access to this grace in which we stand; and we 
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 
And not only that, but we also boast in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 
love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put 
things in order, listen to my appeal, agree with 
one another, live in peace; and the God of love 
and peace will be with you. Greet one another 
with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
all of you.

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry 
about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 12:14
Make every effort to live in peace with 
everyone and to be holy; without holiness no 
one will see the Lord. 
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Share the hope,  peace ,  joy,  and love of  th is     Advent  Season with one another  and the world . 

We wait for Jesus, the HOPE that he brings as the Light of the world.

Share Hope:
Talk about Hope. Read Romans 8:25, “But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.” Having hope might also mean having patience. “What does it feel like to wait? I wonder what 
hoping feels like.”

◊ Draw a picture of the things you hope for.
◊ Fill a box with your hopes and dreams. Keep your box private or share with your family members.
◊ Planting seeds can be a symbol of hope, because it takes a long time for them to grow. Plant 

some seeds and watch them grow. If it’s too cold to plant seeds now, make a plan to plant later.  

Choose a charity at the beginning of the year and put out a large jar to collect loose change and bills for 
the year. Then, in the middle of December, take all the money to the bank and write one check to the 
organization. Include a note explaining that your family collected funds all year and thought and prayed 
for their work all year. Keep a sign or a note next to the jar explaining what the funds are for, and visitor 
to your home will have the opportunity to learn about the charity you’re supporting as well.

Take a walk with your family or friends and look for ways the earth is getting ready for winter’s season of 
rest.  How do we get ready for the Savior’s coming? (Taken from MPPC 2020 Advent Devotion Booklet)

May the PEACE of Christ be with you and among you.

Share Peace:
Talk about peace with you family.  Consider, “How does peace within your own heart help create peace 
in the whole world? I wonder what peace feels like. I wonder how you share that peace with others.

◊ Draw a picture of what peace means to you.
◊ Write a letter to someone you think is a peacemaker and thank them for their work.
◊ Look in magazines for pictures that seem peaceful or calming. Make them into a collage as a 

family.

Make a prayer garland with red and green construction paper. Cut strips to link. On each strip, write the 
name of someone or something you will pray for (family, friends, your church, those who are ill, those 
for whom Christmas may not be a very happy time or who need to be blessed with peace.)  Use glue or 
staples to link your prayer chain together. Hang the chain where it will remind you to pray. (Taken from 
MPPC 2020 Advent Devotion Booklet)

“Interview” a neighbor near your home. Ask how they celebrate Christmas and what this season 
means to them. Invite them to tell you about a special Christmas memory. Talk about the angel’s 
announcement to the shepherds, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace, goodwill 
among people!”  [Luke 2:14]  How does Jesus’ coming help us feel peace? (Adapted from MPPC 2020 
Advent Devotion Booklet)

4The following activities and actions are taken from Faithful Families for Advent and Christmas, by Traci Smith (Chalice Press, Saint Louis, Missouri, 
2020) unless otherwise noted.
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Share the hope,  peace ,  joy,  and love of  th is     Advent  Season with one another  and the world . 

JOY to the World, the Lord has come!

Share Your Joy:

LOVE one another as Christ loves you.
Share Love:
Talk about what love means using the following thoughts: 
“How can we show love to our neighbors during Advent? 
Who needs to know and feel our love most of all?

◊ Think of something kind to do for someone who 
needs to feel love today.

◊ Draw a picture of what God’s love means to you.
◊ Learn about sending love to others through a 

loving-kindness meditation.

The Gift of You – sometimes the best thing we can give 
someone for Christmas is a piece of us. Spend time 
together and celebrate your love for each other. If you want 
to give your friends and family something really special, 
give them something that only you can give: a drawing, or 
a letter, or something else you made all yourself.
Acts of Kindness Advent Tree – This Advent calendar is 
created by adding acts of kindness on a tree as they are 
completed. Here’s how to make it:

Step 1: Find a branch from outside and put it in a vase.

Step 2: Write down acts of kindness on paper 
ornaments and place them in a basket.

Step 3: As you complete each act of kindness 
throughout the Advent season, punch a hole in the 
ornaments and tie it to your acts of kindness tree.

Examples:

◊ Hold the door for someone at the store.
◊ Return grocery carts in a parking lot.
◊ Bake sweet treats and take them to a neighbor.
◊ Help a family member or friend put up Christmas 

lights or decorate their house.
◊ Leave a kind note on someone’s windshield.
◊ Write a thank-you note to someone who serves 

you.
◊ Collect mittens and hats for a local charity.
◊ Provide an Angel Tree gift at MPPC.
◊ Pick up trash in your neighborhood or local park.
◊ Bring dog or cat food to a pet shelter.

Gather items to be given to persons finding shelter 
at Tricounty Family Ministries. Socks are especially 
appreciated to keep feet warm as winter approaches. 
Contribute a new pair of white or black socks (athletic 
type). Also consider making a “toiletries” bag (these 
bags are given to incoming guests and are depleted 
weekly): in a large Ziplock bag, put one pair of socks, 
toothpaste and toothbrush, a bar of soap, and 
deodorant. Bring your gift of love for neighbors to the 
“Sock Box for Tricounty Family Ministries” in church 
reception area by December 22 (no gift wrap needed). 
(Taken from MPPC 2020 Advent Devotion Booklet)

Around the table, talk about 
joy. “Do you think there is a 
difference between happiness 
and joy? How would you 
describe it? I wonder what joy 
feels like.

◊ Draw a picture of 
something that brings 
you great joy.

◊ Smile at others when 
you see them. See if they 
smile back!

◊ Spend time together as 
a family and share in joy 
together: bake cookies, 
play a game, or read a 
story.

The Kindness Rock Project was 
started by one person, Megan 
Murphy, in 2015 when she 
painted a rock with the words 
“You’ve got this” and left it on the 
beach for someone else to find. 
Many other people have picked 
up on this trend and have left 
painted rocks around for others 
to find and collect. The project 
has grown in popularity, and you 
can find detailed instructions 
on the movement’s website 
(thekindnessrockproject.com). 
Gather some rocks, paint, and 
a paint brush and spread some 
kindness during the Advent and 
Christmas season. 

Make Luminaries – many 
people make luminaries to 
use around the church or a 
home on Christmas Eve. They 
are a beautiful addition to the 
sidewalk or driveway. Traditional 
luminaries are made with paper 
bags. Designs are cut out of the 
bag, and tissue is affixed behind 
the cutouts. After the design is 
done, the bags are filled with a 
couple of inches of kitty litter or 
gravel, and candles are carefully 
placed inside. (Battery operated 
candles are great for luminaries, 
too. And they are safe.)
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Joy

Greeting
Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, 
remembering the promises of God with prayer.

Lighting
We light this candle in hope. 
(Light the first candle)

We light this candle for peace.  
(Light the second candle)

We light this candle in joy! 
(Light the third, pink if used, candle)

Scripture
Hear God’s invitation to joy from Psalm 100:1-2:
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
    come into his presence with singing.

Reflect
What comes to mind when you hear the word “joy”? One might be Psalms 100 (above). Or 
maybe a favorite song, like Joy to the World!, brings joy to your heart.  For many of us, music 
brings joy especially during Advent. In the apostle Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he writes, 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice!” (4:4) God provides us with great joy 
through the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  As we prepare and wait for Christ’s coming, 
find what brings you joy, then repeat the sounding joy in every way you can!

Prayer
God of joy, into our darkness come! (individual prayers may be offered...) Amen.

Week 3 (December 12-18)

Advent at Home: Liturgy for Lighting the Advent Wreath

May you experience God’s joy this week.
Artwork by Abby Billian.
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Joy
Scripture
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem! The 
Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the 
Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O 
Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a 
day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your 
oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into 
praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your 
eyes, says the Lord.

Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 
near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Week 3 (December 12-18)

Devotional
JOY - “Reading: Luke 3:7-18” 
I invite you to close your eyes for one minute as we 
begin this devotion together. Close your eyes and 
think of moments in your life that have brought 
you JOY. This may be the birth of your child, the 
day you were baptized or confirmed, making an 
A on a test that you thought you failed, or simply 
making it through the day without crying. Come to 
that moment of joy and be still. There is power to 
meditation and mindfulness in our daily lives. Let us 
now reflect on that gift of JOY that God has given us.

During the season of Advent, we are reminded of 
why we are Christians and what keeps us coming 
back to church on Christmas Eve: that precious, 
Holy night. However, sometimes the Advent season 
is anything BUT joyful and we have to remind 
ourselves to pause and take in the joyful moments 
that surround us. We are called to bear the fruits of 
lasting value, which include repentance. Advent is a 
time to cast away the other fruits that bear no value 
with God and our brothers and sisters in Christ. It is 
a time to make a change for ourselves that makes 
God JOYFUL. God finds JOY when we confess to Him 
what we have done wrong and strive to do better 
the next time. After all, this season is important for us 
and our families, but let’s not forget who we would 
want to be the most joyful. 

Recently we have seen many things in the media 
that are feeding into a “me, me, me” culture, for 
example, “do my kids look good in my Instagram 
post, will I become tik-tok famous if I stay on brand, 
and should I get the vaccine or not?” These examples 
only serve ourselves. How can we change that? Do 
we think that being self-absorbed with superficial 
things brings God JOY? And even further, at the end 
of the day, do these things bring us joy? Are they 
permanent examples of JOY, or are they fleeting like 
the latest “refresh” on your Facebook feed? 

Friends, let us find the JOY that God fills in our heart 
each day. It may take a while to find but know that 
it is there and that He wants us to share it with 
everyone around us this Advent Season. God fills 
our hearts with joy with simple, mundane things 
and it is up to us to pause and be grateful for them. I 
challenge you to find joy in:

• The pickup line at school
• Taking a walk in the neighborhood
• Letting a car go ahead of you...even when you are 

in a rush
• Sunsets
• Decorating the Christmas Tree
• The church Christmas concert
• Someone buying you a coffee
• Paying it forward

It may take a while to find but know that it is there 
and that He wants us to share it with everyone 
around us this Advent Season.

~ Courtney Kraus, Director of Youth Ministries
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Luke 2:8-14
In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger.” And sudden-
ly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!”

Psalm 100:1-5
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his 
presence with singing. Know that the Lord is 
God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter 
his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 
praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. For 
the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures 
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.

Isaiah 61:10-11
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being 
shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with 
the garments of salvation, he has covered me 
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God 
will cause righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations.

Psalm 30:4-5
Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, 
and give thanks to his holy name. For his anger 
is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes 
with the morning.

Hebrews 12:1-3
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and 
let us run with perseverance the race that is 
set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat 
at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider 
him who endured such hostility against himself 
from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or 
lose heart.

Loving and Gracious God, thank you for this Advent season and for the prayer and reflection that it always 
brings.  Prepare our hearts and minds to walk in the Joy of the light of the Christ who comes.  May we find 
Joy all around us in the sounds of festive music, the wonderful decorations and lights, the bountiful meals, 
the happy faces of family and children, and the quiet moments spent preparing for Christ’s birth.   

May we also choose Joy when inevitably facing the harsh realities of life.  The first Christmas without a loved 
one.  Conflict in our families and in our world.  Sick bodies and minds.  Uncertainties that overwhelm.  Grant 
us the courage to overcome so much pain and sadness and to always find and choose Joy.  We trust you with 
all we hold precious, and we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your only son, and your greatest gift to this 
world.  Amen.      

Prayer

~ Mack Cross, Stewardship Ministry
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Love

Greeting
Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, 
remembering the promises of God with prayer.

Lighting
We light this candle in hope. 
(Light the first candle)
We light this candle for peace. 
(Light the second candle)
We light this candle in joy! 
(Light the third, pink if used, candle)
We light this candle with love! 
(Light the fourth candle)

Scripture
Hear God’s word of love from Zephaniah 3:17:
The Lord, your God, will rejoice over you with gladness,
    he will renew you in his love.

Reflect
Love can be shown and experienced in the smallest of ways — like a smile to a stranger, a 
pair of socks for someone in need, or a note to say “hello” to someone who may be lonely. 
Think about how God’s love renews us, and reflect on God’s gift of love to us in Jesus. Jesus 
teaches us to love God and to love one another by sharing God’s love for all. What are some 
ways you can share love this week?

Prayer
God of hope, into our darkness come! (individual prayers may be offered...) Amen.

Week 4 (December 19-24)

Advent at Home: Liturgy for Lighting the Advent Wreath

May you experience God’s love this week.

Artwork by Leah.
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Love
Scripture
Deuteronomy 10:17-19a
For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who 
is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who 
loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt.

Luke 1:39-55
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 
Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with 
favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty 
One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation 
to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
descendants forever.”

Devotional
“Love”

Week 4 (December 19-24)

Luke 1: 39-55 

For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,  
the child in my womb leaped for joy.  

And blessed is she who believed  
that there would be a fulfillment of what was 

spoken to her by the Lord. 

And Mary remained with [Elizabeth] about three 
months  

and then returned to her home. 

In the canticle that the church has come to call the 
Magnificat, so named because magnificat is the first 
word of the song when it is sung in Latin, Mary sings, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

Mary’s experience of being with Elizabeth, sharing 
the wonder of their pregnancies, had magnified her 
experience of the Lord. This mundane yet marvelous 
encounter between two women, one young, one 
older, each of them awaiting the birth of a child, 
opened up for them a deeper experience of the love 
of God. 

What do you suppose that the women talked about 
during the three months that they were together?  
Perhaps Mary massaged Elizabeth’s neck and back; 
maybe Elizabeth rubbed Mary’s swollen feet. We 
can imagine that at times Mary was the listener 
while Elizabeth talked; at other times, the roles were 
reversed. Surely they must have laughed…cried…
hugged…dreamed, for this is the way that love grows 
and blossoms between friends.  

We have the same kinds of experiences in our own 
lives, you and I—holy moments, if you will, when we 
sense the love of God through the love that we share 
in our relationships with friends. 

Would I know the love of God as I do had my 
friend not sat with me on the street curb in front 
of her house and listened without judgment as I 
stammered out my doubts and fears?  Would I have 
been able to continue bearing pastoral witness to 
the love of God in the midst of church conflict in 
the absence of my friend who poured me a glass of 
chilled chardonnay as I, weary and spent, sat on her 
porch on many a Sunday evening? 

Continued on to next page.
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Prayer
Gracious and Almighty God,

You are love. Advent reminds us that you came to us in Christ Jesus, our Messiah, as a tiny 
baby born in a manger. Your life teaches us, over and over again, the breath and length 
and height and depth of your love for us and this world we call home. Your love surpasses 
our knowledge. It deifies our expectations and boundaries. It elevates our perspective. It 
connects us to each other as your precious children. It forgives. It listens. It helps and heals. 
Your love never dies. It pursues us and calls us to action. Thank you, God. 

As we celebrate the birth of your son, stir our hearts and give us the courage to live into the 
promises you have given us through the power of your Holy Spirit and your Living Word. 
Help us know, more, what it means to love you with all that we are and love our neighbors 
as ourselves. We lift up the people and situations you have purposefully put on our hearts, 
and pray for your will and direction. 

Together, may we rely on the truth- that the One who sends us out into the world is with 
us, always, able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine. To you, 
God our Savior, be all glory forever. Amen.

~ Lindsay Bruorton, Personnel Committee

Would I be able to say truthfully, “The pandemic 
has brought me closer to God,” were it not for my 
Wednesday evening Zoom get-togethers with my 
Texas girlfriends, our weekly sign-off words to each 
other, “Love you!”  

Indeed, I would not. 

Mary’s and Elizabeth’s friendship enabled them to 
feel a part of something so much greater than what 
existed between the two of them—the very mystery 
of God’s love. And so it is for you and me during this 
fourth week of Advent as we savor and reflect upon 
the friendships that are both warp and woof of our 
lives’ fabrics and God’s gracious gift to us. 

Devotional Continued

~ Rev. Lib McGregor Simmons, Parish Associate

Artwork by Artist Unknown.
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Luke 1:39-45
In those days Mary set out and went with 
haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
where she entered the house of Zechari-
ah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud 
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why 
has this happened to me, that the mother 
of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I 
heard the sound of your greeting, the child 
in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed 
is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the 
Lord.”

Matthew 5:43-48
“You have heard that it was said, “You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
But I say to you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, so that 
you may be children of your Father in 
heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on 
the righteous and on the unrighteous. 
For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet 
only your brothers and sisters, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the 
Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Romans 12:9-13
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold 
fast to what is good; love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent 
in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers.

Matthew 22:36-40
“Teacher, which commandment in the 
law is the greatest?” He said to him, “ “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On 
these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.”

John 15:12-17
“This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 
do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; 
but I have called you friends, because I 
have made known to you everything that 
I have heard from my Father. You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed 
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one 
another.

John 3:16-17
For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved 
through him.

This week...Explore what God’s Word says about Love:
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Christmas Day

Greeting
We have watched and we have waited...

Lighting
... in hope. (Light the first candle)
… for peace. (Light the second candle)
... in joy! (Light the third, pink if used, candle)
... with love. (Light the fourth candle)
Now our redemption is near! (Light the (center white) Christ candle)

Scripture
Hear the Word of the Lord from Zechariah 2:10-13:
Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! For lo, I will come and dwell in your midst, says the Lord. 
Many nations shall join themselves to the Lord on that day, and shall be my people; and I 
will dwell in your midst. And you shall know that the Lord of hosts has sent me to you. The 
Lord will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem. Be 
silent, all people, before the Lord; for he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.

Response
Glory to God in the highest! 
Alleluia! Amen.

December 25

Advent at Home: Liturgy for Lighting the Advent Wreath

Artwork by Ada.
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