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KIM’S KORNER

This has been a time of
changes for you and for
me, changes which have
already happened, and
the knowledge that
there are still changes
yet to come. A friend of
mine in ministry often
said, “change is painful and
difficult.” I've never liked that
statement, but it isn't completely

wrong. Change often comes with a sense of loss
and of pain, particularly change we don't choose.
The pandemic has forced us to deal with some
changes out of our control, and some of those
changes are very hard indeed. As | face moving
boxes, a soon-to-be “empty nest,” the tasks of
figuring out a new community, and leaving
friends, loved ones, and ministries | have loved
behind, there is definitely some pain and some
difficulty.

Still, the stories of our faith are stories of change,
of transition, of transformation. God does not
change, and yet God'’s children are constantly
being called into changing situations. Christians
are told in Romans 12 to be transformed by

faith, to renew our minds and hearts. If God is
constantly inviting us into change, then | prefer to
think of change as a challenge and opportunity
rather than something that is painful and
difficult.

Two and a half years ago, we were new to one
another. You had gone through not just one

or two significant staff changes, but multiple,
and during the last two years there have been
several more. Still, | have rejoiced to see many
of you embrace new leadership, engage in new
ministries, and find renewed investment in
others. | have watched so many of you work to
care for one another with grace and generosity,
and have been uplifted by the dedication and
determination of staff members as they seek to
serve God and you.

| have been glad to get to know many
companions here in faith and ministry, and |
thank you for the gifts of what | have learned and
how | have grown as a result of my time here.
There are new changes ahead for all of us, and
you and | have a choice: we can fear it, and make
the idea that it is “painful and difficult” a self-
fulfilling prophecy. Or, we can choose to embrace
change with anticipation and joy, allowing God
to continue to transform our minds and hearts,
and for you, the life of the commmunity of faith. |
pray that you choose that latter, and allow God to
continue to renew your hearts and minds, deepen
your faith, and that all that you do be done for
God's glory.

Grace and Peace,

Rev. Kim Trimboli




FROM REV.

Commencement

“For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with

hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

With a graduating high school senior and a
rising high school freshman in the house, our
family has spent much of the spring focused
on the end of one chapter and the beginning
of another. In one sense, this timing has
given us a particular perspective on the past
eleven weeks. In a greater sense, however,
our experiences are not all that different from
yours. We have all lost out on events and

rites of passage that were either canceled
altogether or radically minimized and
‘distanced.” We have all missed our families
and our time with friends. You do not need a
graduate in the house to understand that the
foundations of our world have shifted beneath
our feet.

At the same time, most if not all of us can

look back over the past few months and see
how hopes, dreams, and cherished values
—treasures that had been gradually and
surreptitiously buried by the accreting sands
of time, familiarity, and routine -- have been
shaken loose and uncovered once again by
the winds and waves that fate has forced upon
us. It's like God has created for us some sacred
space, so we can finally go through those
boxes stacked in the corners of our lives that
we've known we needed to go through, but
just didn’'t make the time to open.

Now, as we turn to what we hope is the end of
this chapter of isolation and the beginning of
a new chapter of being the church, | pray that
we will all hear and embrace the preaching

of Jesus, who said that every person who

truly seeks the kingdom of heaven “is like

the master of a household who brings out

of his treasure what is new and what is old”
(Matthew 13:52). These past months have
reminded us of some amazing treasures long
held. It has also given us some new skills and
perspectives. May we take up the best of both,
and start a new chapter together.

DR. BYNUM

In that spirit,

| leave you with the
hopeful words of
our own high school
graduate, Molly
Bynum, from a speech
that she gave to her Wando

High classmates at the end of one chapter
and the beginning of another:

“. the lessons learned during these
uncertain times, and throughout our lives,
have been immense and inspiring. We
have become the type of students -- or
better yet, the type of people -- who look
at a challenge and see an opportunity...
people who see closed doors and try to
pick the lock. While we may have had big
dreams for these past few months, what
really matters is what we've been able

to achieve during this time. From here

on out, we improvise. And while the past
few months have been full of heartbreak
and nostalgia, we are stronger and more
prepared than before. This is our time. After
all it's now our world for the taking: what
else could we be waiting for?”

Peace,

b r——

Rev. Dr. Peter Bynum



HOPE HOUSE

Hope House Open to COVID-19 Heroes

How our lives have changed in two months.
Social distancing has become the norm. School
buildings closed with classes going virtual. Only
now are businesses slowly beginning to reopen,
with safety measures in place.

Though Hope House has been thoroughly
cleaned from top to bottom, inside and out, we
cannot yet check in out-of-town guests whose
loved ones are in area hospitals.

However it IS open to members of Mount
Pleasant Presbyterian Church who are medical
professionals working on the frontlines of the
coronavirus.

Many of them have been staying in hotels every
night, so they won't expose their families to the
virus.

We are ever so grateful to our Missional Minister
Bart Edwards for suggesting Hope House as a
far less expensive alternative.

These medical professionals will be registered
via telephone by Hope House director Beth
Moore and given a list of do's and don'ts -- such
as disinfecting their luggage before entering
the House, providing their own linen, then
putting it in plastic bags and taking it with
them when they leave.

We encourage you to spread the word about
this “new” Hope House mission -- and we hope
you and your loved ones are well and staying
safe during these trying times.

Adopt-a-Day at Hope House

JUNE1-30
In Memory of our Daughter, Sarah Faith. Given
by Chris and Christy Spach.

JUNE 3

In Honor of the Anniversary of our Son and
Daughter — In — Law, Michael and Rohini
Widener. Given by Ken and Donna Widener.

JUNE 17
In Memory of my Parents, Barbara and Harry
Frampton. Given by Carrie Thompson.

JUNE 22

In Honor of our outstanding ministers and staff
for their innovative, creative and inspirational
messages each Sunday during this COVID-19
pandemic and social distancing crisis. Given by
the Hope House Ministry Team.

JUNE 28

In Celebration and In Memory of

Cynthia McNair. Given by David and Merry
McNair.



CHILDREN'’S MINISTRIES

Summer Camps, 2020 Style!

Camp ministry is one of my very
favorite things. It's hectic, exciting,
creative, and makes indelible
memories that impact kids' faith
in the long term. Camps have to
look a little different this year, but
they can still be all of those things. Your Children's

Ministry leadership and | are hard at work on two

summer camp experiences for kids, and we hope
you will join us. | cannot wait to see what our kids
get out of these experiences and | am so grateful
to the teams that are making them happen.

Sarah Harbin-Coleman,
Director of Children’s Ministries

Kids Can - All June,
culminating June 29-July 3

Kids Can is our MPPC summer camp
for 2020 in place of traditional VBS.
Launched on June 1, it's a month-long
call to action that shows kids that they
can be the hands and feet of Jesus

to the world. While volunteerism and
service might look different for them,
there are so many things they can

do! During June 29-July 3, we will
come together with some amazing
showcases of mission and even more
challenges and resources to take into
the future.

We invite anyone from MPPC who
wants to be a part of this event to
register on Realm. It's not too late,
and you do not have to be a family in
Children’s Ministry!

Even more, we challenge each
member of MPPC to forward Kids

Can to at least one child outside our
church and show them what it means
to follow Jesus in service to others.

Dear children, let’s not merely say
that we love each other; let us show
the truth by our actions.” - 1John 3:18

Backyard Bethelwoods

Not just another
Zoom meeting!
We might not
get to go sleep
in cabins and
canoe on the
lake, but we can
experience parts
of the amazing
week of camp at
Bethelwoods at
home. August
2-7, all kids and
youth are invited
to participate

in Backyard
Bethelwoods.
There are lots

of activities and

surprises in store,

starting with a

Beckyeard
Bettelwssdy

We want to bring camp to as many
families and campers as possible! With
this pack you'll have everything you
need for a week full of fun, learning,
community, and growth right from your
own home.

WHAT'S INCLUDED:
* 5 BIBLE STUDY GUIDES

* 3 SELF GUIDED
ACTIVITIES

* WEEKLONG CHALLENGE

* TABLE TALK CARDS

* ACCESS TO AGE
APPROPRIATE ONLINE
MEETINGS

Each pack includes all supplies and
guides you'll need for the week
as well as exclusive access
to unique online content
with our Summer Staff!
Programs start July 6.

For more information visit
www.bethelwoods.org/backyardbwoods
or email Lexi at lexiebethelwoods.org

camp box from Bethelwoods and some special surprises from
MPPC. (Hint.who likes s'mores?)

Register for the MPPC group today and let's bring the experience
of camp home! The Realm registration will link through to
register with Bethelwoods, but will also register your kids for
extras and surprises fromm MPPC.



YOUTH MINISTRIES

Summer youth ministry

at MPPC is usually the
highlight of the year with
CROSS Mission Trip, Mission
Madness Week, Middle
School Montreat, and High
School Montreat Conference.
This summer all of those trips
are canceled. COVID-19 has thrown yet another
wrench into the plans we had made. We are
excited for the future of Youth Ministry at MPPC,
but heartbroken that our favorite trips have been
taken away.

\

Something else that has been taken away is the
typical year for a class of 2020 seniors; no final
goodbyes, no last time as a high schooler at
Montreat and no in-person graduation Sunday.

The hurt and pain we feel from missing out is sad,
but we must keep our heads held high because
the future is bright and we much be reassured
that this “too shall pass.”

This month in the Pelican | would like to spotlight
the high school and college graduates of 2020
that are MPPC members. Please enjoy the photos
from the graduate parade and continue to join
me in prayer for the class of 2020.

Courtney Kraus, Director of Youth Ministries

Our New Summer Intern!

My name is Eleanor Whitsett and I'm
super excited to be the new Youth
Ministry Summer Intern! This fall,

| will be a junior at North Carolina
State University where | am studying
Middle Grades Science Education.
When | graduate, | plan on becoming
a middle school teacher beacuse |
have a passion for both education and
working with youth. I've grown up at
MPPC, where | was both baptized and
confirmed. | was active in children'’s,
middle school, and high school
ministry and they have all been such
an important part of my life. The
leaders at MPPC have been some of
my biggest influences and role models,
and | hope that | can be that for the
youth there today. MPPC is a very
special place to me and | can't wait to
be a part of the amazing team working
there.



CHRISTIAN

Summer Musings

| have a secret. | used to clown. | don't mean

| “clowned” or “played” around. | was a clown.
Makeup and alll When | was working on my
master's degree at the Presbyterian School of
Christian Education, one of my colleagues was

a trained clown from a professional circus, so he
taught the skills of clowning to those who wanted
to learn — but it was about being a Christian
clown. There is a difference. In the circus you are

a performer and your purpose is to entertain,
sometimes to distract. In Christian clowning, the
colors are symbolic, and our message is both
entertainment and to share the Good News of the
Gospel.

For more than thirty years | clowned at different
times. The most memorable — once you got through
the youngest child's fear — was knowing people of
all ages connected to your message. When a child
comes up to you and asks, “Why did you make me
cry? The story was sad for a while." You can have

a conversation with her. Equally memorable is
clowning in a foreign country where culture and
language are barriers to commmunication. There is
no barrier in clowning; the language is mime!

I mention clowning because | had to step out of

my comfort zone to learn something new. Once |
did, I thoroughly enjoyed it and felt blessed to use
Christian clowning as a vehicle to share the Good
News of the Gospel. The first disciples of Jesus
followed Jesus having no idea what was to come
except that they wanted to learn from Jesus himself.

EDUCATION

Their comfort was
in Jesus, not in
how to do ministry.
Today, disciples at
Mount Pleasant
Presbyterian
Church are called
to step out of our
comfort zone and
share the Gospel in
all that we do.

| wonder, in the midst of a pandemic, what we learn
about our faith and the place God has in our heart.
We may find ourselves in unchartered territory as
we literally become our child's teacher, teaching
subject matter we don't remember. We haven't
worshipped on our physical campus for more than 2
months. Some of us haven't seen family or traveled
away from home during COVID-19.

These places of unfamiliarity are okay, though. It's
how we can grow. | hope, through the pandemic,
we have opened and read our Bible more, prayed
for our neighbors, and worshipped on-line. |

hope we have become attuned to the disparity

in our world and that each of us needs to make a
difference. | hope we have a new, creative sense of
Church, and are looking for ways we can BE THE
CHURCH. The opportunities to serve are plentiful.
How would you like to serve in our new normal?

Dr. Dan Wiard, Director of Christian Education

Summer Road Trip: Meeting People of the Bible, Wednesdays, June 24 — July 29, 7:00-8:00 p.m., Zoom

Summers are a time for vacation.

We travel, see new places, visit
family, reconnect with old friends,
and make new friends. And on
vacation, almost anything goes!
This summer, | invite you on a Road
Trip to meet and get to know, or re-

connect with, six biblical characters.

From the Old Testament to the
New Testament, we meet Noah,

Signup via Realm or email Dan
Wiard at dwiard@mppc.net.
-June 24 - Noah
-July 1-Sarah
-July 8 —=Jacob
-July 15 - Esther
-July 22 — The Samaritan Woman
-July 29 — Paul

Sarah, Jacob, Esther, the Samaritan
Woman, and Paul. Ordinary people
with extraordinary stories of God's
love! | invite you to join when can as
often as you can. And because it is a
Zoom Bible Study, you can literally
join us from almost anywhere your
vacations take you! | look forward to
a memorable Summer Road Trip!



WORSHIP & MUSIC MINISTRIES

GCreetings from your Worship and
Music Ministries!

This time apart has been
challenging for everyone. For

| Mmusicians who love to express
themselves through the beauty
of music it has been difficult. For church musicians
who regularly express their love of God through
this blessed vehicle it has been especially hard. |
have been in regular contact with choir members
—frequent group emails, calls, personal emails,
even a Zoom baby shower. We have experimented
with remote recordings and used an app to bring
everyone's individual sounds together. All of it was
a good beginning and intermediate step, a way

to stay connected, but it is not the same as being
together. (It's actually quite intimidating to record
oneself — not for the faint of heart!)

I've heard from so many of our member musicians
about how much they miss being together to make
music and share their joys and concerns. Everyone
understands the need to be separated, but | think
this time has brought a new comprehension of
what it means to be in a musical ensemble whether
it is vocal choir or bell choir or brass ensemble at
Easter. One choir member said she had occasion

to briefly be in the church building. She found
herself standing in the empty choir room “..missing
everyone and just praying we will all be back

together soon. I've realized that a big part of my
life revolves around music...always knew that but
especially now when it's gone it really hits home

- can’t wait to have it all back!” Another choir
member expressed his longing by telling me that
this Easter was the first time in decades he had not
been singing in the choir loft. It is as if a hole has
opened in their lives.

When our Fine Arts Ministry Team made the
difficult decision to postpone the final event in
the Village Concert Series and cancel the 13" year
of our annual Arts Camp for Children it was with
heavy hearts. These occasions add to the life and
rich fabric of our church and without them we feel
somewhat less than before.

However, knowing our hope is in the Lord we forge
ahead. This time will come to an end and we will be
back together to make new memories, share our
lives and sing our praise to God in person. May we
come out of this with a new appreciation for all the
gifts God has given to us:

- the joy of music

- the gift of friendship and fellowship

- the love of being together to learn and worship

Barbara Loehr-Fox, Director of Music Ministries



NEW STEPHEN MINISTERS

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)

Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church offers
Stephen Ministry, a one-on-one, Christ-
centered caring ministry for the congregation
and the community. On May 24, five new
Stephen Ministers were commissioned
during worship after completing 17 weeks of
training. We caught up with Margaret Agee,
Chris Hulsey, Tom Osterhaus, Joe Rainero, and
Cathy Worrall to ask them about the training
experience and their hopes as they undertake
this important ministry.

Q: What sparked your initial interest in Stephen
Ministry?

CW: Now that my husband and | are empty-
nesters | have more time for outside-work
activities and wanted to get more involved in
the church. | have always been involved in the
Music Ministries (choir, handbells). Stephen
Ministry allows me to serve the church, its
members and the community in a different
way. | also felt that the training would help me
better support my students in my role at work.

CH: /| was drawn to it as another avenue of
service to others, a way to benefit someone in
need.

Q. What aspect of the training did you find most
helpful or interesting?

CW: The aspect of the training | found

most interesting was ministering to those
experiencing grief. We discussed many types of
loss, not just death, and ways that others can
make it hard to grieve.

MA: The 20 week training has hopefully made
me a better listener and helped me understand
that | can be the CAREgiver, while God is the
CUREgiver.

AN

Margaret Agee Chris Hulsey

Tom Osterhaus

Q: Our Stephen Ministry training had to adapt
when the pandemic unexpectedly changed our
intended group training experience. Tell us what
the experience of virtual Zoom training sessions
was like for you.

JR: Using Zoom was a great way to continue
with our training during stay-at-home orders,
but it was also difficult because it happened
Jjust about in the middle of our training
schedule. | was used to being with all the others
in class every week, and | missed that part of it.

Q: What are you most looking forward to as you
being your service as a Stephen Minister?

CH: I'm looking forward to how God will use me
as a conduit to help my Care Receiver, knowing
that He is the Cure Giver. I'm also excited to see
how my faith will mature along this journey.

JR: I'm really looking forward to giving spiritual
strength to someone in need and seeing how
Jesus works in their lives.

Q: What would you wish for the congregation at
MPPC to know about Stephen Ministry?

MA: That Stephen Ministers are a confidential,
listening group of men and women who

can help when someone needs it, for church
members and for the community.

CW: | would like the congregation to

know that asking for help is not a sign of
weakness. It takes a lot of strength to reach
out for assistance. Stephen Ministry offers a
compassionate, Christ-centered, listening ear in
times of need.

If you or sommeone you know would benefit from a
relationship with a Stephen Minister, contact Lib
McGregor Simmons or Andi Awkerman.

Joe Rainero Cathy Worrall



MISSION IN ACTION

Putting Your MPPC Congregation Challenge Grant & International
Mission Funds Into Action

There are many impoverished countries that

do not have government programs or social
services widely available to provide for the needs
of their poor citizens. Those that are desperate

for help depend greatly on the generosity of local
ministries in their communities for food and basic
needs during a crisis like our world is facing.

The best way for MPPC to help is to give the gift of
money so our International Mission Partners who
are out there on the front lines can distribute what
is needed most to those less fortunate.

The MPPC International Missions Team has
identified seven of our international partners
that are in critical need of food, medical supplies

and basic hygiene supplies. In addition to our
International Missions budgeted funds, your
Challenge Grant Funds have been approved by
the Session for emergency COVID-19 related relief
for four of these missional partners. In addition,
two of these agencies, LAMB and Haiti Outreach
Ministries, have had their original, pre-virus, Grant
Requests approved, putting local people to work
on critical-need buildings that will serve their
communities.

We have been truly blessed with the MPPC
Challenge Grant Funds and your MPPC pledges so
that we can reflect God's love in a troubled world,
especially in this time of crisis!

Here is how YOUR giving is making a difference internationally:

AMOS Health and Hope/La Danta, Nicaragua
addresses the problems of poverty, disease and
preventable deaths by improving the health

and well-being of people who suffer from
conditions of deep poverty. AMOS responds to
community-identified needs and then builds
upon the strengths of the community by

working alongside then in health, education and
leadership development. MPPC’'s COVID-19 relief
will help AMOS provide ongoing training of Health
Promoters in remote communities by equipping
them with educational materials about COVID-19
to keep themselves and the community members
they serve in the clinics safe. AMOS will also deliver
food supplements and vitamins to families in need.
Due to the pandemic, remote communities have
been reporting shortages of food items and price
increases of items that are available.

Daystar University/Nairobi, Kenya, a long-time
partner of MPPC, provides a Christian education
for students from all over Africa. Our church has
sponsored scholarships to Daystar students for
many years. Because of COVID-19, Daystar has
closed its doors and sent all students home. The
university is working to continue teaching via online
instruction, but not all students have access to
the internet. Some do not have the funds to travel
back home. Your support will be used to provide
protective gear and sanitizer for students, to feed
and care for students on campus, and to provide
internet access to students who could not attend
online classes.

Habitat Honduras/LaCeiba, Honduras (HH)

MPPC has been sending a mission team each year
to HH. The team builds a house alongside the family
who will occupy the home when it's complete.

In light of COVID-19, most construction has been
halted on their projects. They are forecasting a 60%
reduction in donations which assures that many
of their projects will be delayed. All mission trips
have been cancelled causing some severe food
shortages in the smaller villages. When asked their
immediate need, HH has indicated that general
operating support is needed so they can continue
to pay their employees for what is expected to be

a prolonged shutdown. They're also trying to fund
protective equipment purchases for use by their
employees to keep them safe. The gifts sent by
MPPC will help them maintain some continuity in
their operations as they manage their way through
this unprecedented situation.

Palmetto International Missions/Copan, Honduras
(PIM) MPPC has worked with PIM for years, sending
building and medical mission teams to Honduras.
Confirmed cases and deaths from COVID-19 have
risen in Honduras. Canario, outside the city of Copan
Ruinas, is a place where MPPC volunteers have built
houses and set up medical clinics. The community
receives no government assistance as they face food
shortages and a critical need for basic necessities.
Your gift will be sending food relief to families in
Canario as well as support to Trinidad and villages
around Copan Ruinas.




MISSION IN ACTION

The Kinyago Dandora Schools/Nairobi, Kenya

(KDS) The KDS schools lie in the most impoverished
slum in Nairobi and are a lifeline for the children and
their families. These families are among the most
vulnerable citizens in Nairobi. A majority of families
live in homes made of sticks and mud with no
windows, water, electricity or sanitation. Six to eight
people live in a room. There is usually only one bed
and children sleep on gunny sacks on the ground.
There is no money for proper nutrition, healthcare
or school fees. Many children work long hours at
hard, even dangerous, jobs to help provide for their
families. Your support will provide nutritional and
healthcare needs for the KDS students, families and
staff.

Haiti Outreach Ministries/Port-au-Prince, Haiti
(HOM) has been in Haiti for 25 years. Their work is
focused on education, healthcare, worship, and
the development of community. This is a new
partner for MPPC - though Rev. Bart has worked
with them for fifteen years! We had planned our
first mission trip later in 2020. Sadly, that has been
cancelled. Each day in Haiti, food shortages and
absence of basic needs become more significant.
Currently, many people that HOM serves have little
to no means of buying food and providing for their
families. HOM has acquired and built four campus
locations with each campus housing a church,
school, health clinic and a well for safe water. The
HOM Challenge Grant Request that the Session
has approved will put people to work. They will be
working on a fifth campus that houses an economic
development and job training program that's
desperately needed in Port-au-Prince.

LAMB Institute/Tegucigalpa, Honduras educates,
protects, empowers and cares for those suffering
from extreme poverty, abuse, and exploitation.
COVID-19 has forced most Honduran businesses
to close and has restricted movement around

the cities. Each day, food shortages grow and the
absence of basic needs becomes more dire.
LAMB has also been providing food for families,
single moms and elderly residents in the area.
LAMB has 86 employees, many of whom are
working to help the less fortunate in their own
communities. LAMB is also supporting health care
workers by sending masks and cots to hospitals
with no supplies. Your MPPC gifts are helping
provide supplies for the food bank and helping
respond to the daily needs of those who God has
called to continue in service in Tegucigalpa.

In addition, the LAMB Challenge Grant request that
has been approved will put people to work, building
a large multi-use structure to support children who
are graduating from the school, but will not have a
traditional way forward.

AR

Here is how YOUR giving is making a difference locally:

Last month our Session approved Challenge
Grant Funds for immediate critical COVID-19
related needs going to four of our local missional
partners to help relieve the drastic pressures they
are facing. Those agencies that received funds are
ECCO, Florence Crittenton, One80 Place and The
Lowcounty Food Bank. This month, an additional
critical need has been brought forward. East
Cooper Meals on Wheels (ECMOW), our long-
time missional partner, has been approved by the
Session to receive aid from your Challenge Grant
Funds.

ECMOW's homebound meal recipients, around
400 in number, are continuing to need their
meals! In normal times, ECMOW provides many
volunteers that prepare and deliver meals.

Because of the virus, they have only their staff of
seven people to replace the over 100 volunteers
that normally prepare hot food for delivery to the
ECMOW recipients. This is for the safety of both
volunteers and recipients.

Since they are unable to prepare hot meals, they
must buy frozen meals from nonprofit agencies
like the Lowcountry Food Bank and Senior
Catering at around $3 per meal. A week's worth

of frozen meals are then delivered once per week,
instead of the daily deliveries. Your Challenge Grant
emergency relief money will be spent directly on
the frozen meals that are kept in the ECMOW
freezers until distributed. Thank you for blessing
our MPPC missions with your support!
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