
April 2020

Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church
The Word Family found some old wood and palm “bark” in their yard to paint and make this cross!  

They will leave it like this for Palm Sunday and then add flowers and shells for Easter.
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from the pastor

As I write this letter to you, the response to 
the threat of the COVID-19 virus is changing 
minute by minute. Major sports and 
entertainment events are being cancelled. 
Colleges are instructing their students not 
to return from spring break. Schools across 
the nation are closed to students. And yes, 
even churches are making decisions about 
whether we can safely and responsibly 
gather people in our sanctuaries for worship 
services. At this point in time, it is difficult to 
say whether we will be able to hold Easter 
services the way we have in years past. 
Regardless of the outcome, it looks like this 
Easter will be unlike any we can remember.

But if we think about it, this has always been 
the case, hasn’t it? Easter -- the real Easter 
-- has always been a jarring and disorienting 
experience. Not the Easter with green plastic 
grass, sumptuous buffets, and pastel hats, 
but the Easter that blows across the dirt of 
a cemetery… that confounds us with the 
weight of a stone thrown aside… that shines a 
strange light from the depths of a crypt and 
makes people flee in confusion and fear. That 
Easter – the real Easter – has come in times 
of joy and times of pain, in times of war and 
times of peace, in times when we have been 
amazed at the miracle of new life, and times 
when we have been laid low by the specter of 
death. 

And that, my friends, is exactly the point. 
In good times and in bad, Easter comes. 
Regardless of what we are feeling or 
experiencing, Easter is always God’s answer 
to the threat of death. Easter always rises 
up against the last enemy to be destroyed. 
Easter is always the antidote to the things 
that make us most afraid. 

The question of whether we will be together 
in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday cannot 
be answered from where I sit now. What I 
do know is this: when it comes, the dawn of 
Easter will carry the message it always carries 
– those words of Jesus that wipe every tear 
from our eyes, that reign victorious over every 
death, and that make a promise to every life:  
“Because I live, you also shall live.”

Peace,

Rev. Dr. Peter Bynum
Pastor & Head of Staff

A Completely New Kind of Easter…  
Just Like Always

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  but when they 
went in, they did not find the body.  While they were perplexed 
about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 

ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” (Luke 24:2-5)
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online worship 
 schedule 
We will be moving our online  

worship time to 10:00 a.m. 

By moving the streaming to an earlier time we are 
hoping it will help the servers from overloading! Some 
Sunday school classes times have changed slightly to 

make way for this new schedule. 

The Harbor, an adult Sunday school class, invites you 
to join them at 9 a.m. as they explore the book of 

Exodus. Contact Butch Hills at waringhills@gmail.com 
to participate.

Preschool Sunday school will meet at 12:30 p.m., lower 
elementary (K-2nd) will meet at 1:00 p.m. and upper 

elementary (3rd-5th) will meet at 1:30 p.m.  
Parents should email Sarah Harbin-Coleman for  

more information.

6th and 7th grade students begin their study on their 
own at 9 a.m. and then join in on a Zoom call at 9:30, 
confirmation classes are meeting at 9 a.m. and high 

school youth meets on Monday nights at 7 p.m.!

Streaming available: 
mppc.net/watch-live-on-sunday
facebook.com/mtpleasantpres

youtube.com/channel/UC-AQxtAIm8sVDeCc1cYswFw
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mission in action
Even in these times our church is still at work in our community… 

sharing Christ’s love

“Oh, Jesus. How often have I done only what I must instead of all that I could?
Help me give like Mary. Help me love like Mary.

Mary of Bethany did what God called and equipped her to do. Give extravagantly. Love abundantly.
As Jesus said, ‘What she could do, she did do’.” (CJB). ‘She poured perfume on my body beforehand to 

prepare for my burial.’ Mark 14:8

From: The Women of Easter: Encounter the Savior with Mary of Bethany, Mary of Nazareth,  
and Mary Magdalene; Liz Curtis Higgs

The month of March has been, for all of us, a month like no other.  With the threat of COVID-19 remaining 
a mystery at the beginning of the month, before degenerating into the pandemic, many of you 
volunteered and now continue to help our local community as best you can.  

Thank you for your love and for caring! We have listed below several ways that our church continues to 
serve our community through some of our partner agencies, along with a brief summary of their critical 
needs.

ONE80 PLACE
www.one80place.org

One80 Place works to end and prevent 
homelessness one person at a time, one family  

at a time. 

While volunteer options are currently limited at 
One80 Place, your Local Missions Team is actively 
exploring other ways our congregation can be of 

service to those in need.  

In addition to our regular budgeted support of 
One80 Place, MPPC has donated an additional 

amount from the remaining budgeted 
emergency fund to help with temporary housing 
throughout the crisis period, so that their guests 

are not living in large groups at the shelter.

East Cooper  
Community Outreach (ECCO)

www.eccocharleston.org

ECCO is a resource for the community in need 
with three main program areas: Basic Needs, 

Health Services and Empowerment.

Our MPPC ECCO collection of needed items 
continues each day with MPPC members 
bringing needed items to the church or 

dropping them off directly at ECCO (Monday 
through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.).  

Church volunteers, daily, are picking up 
supplies dropped off on the table in front of the 

Fellowship Hall and taking them to ECCO. 

In addition to our regular budgeted support 
of ECCO, MPPC has donated an additional 

amount from the remaining budgeted 
emergency fund to help ECCO buy needed 

supplies directly and in bulk.
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mission in action
Windwood Farms  
Home for Children 
www.windwoodfarm.org

Over the past 31 years, 500 boys have called 
Windwood Farm their home. Some of these 
children have overcome exposure to horrific 
living situations, extreme abuse and neglect, 

substance abuse, or physical cruelty. The 
services provided at Windwood take the 

children one step closer to a brighter future and 
successful life in our community.

With the COVID-19 crisis, Windwood Farms 
staff are preparing a medical isolation wing 
should the virus strike the campus. Staff are 

working extra shifts to replace the six teachers 
who normally teach at the Windwood campus 

school. They are buying medical supplies 
and putting extra safety measures in place to 

protect the boys and staff.  

In addition to our regular budgeted support 
of Windwood Farms, MPPC has donated 

an additional amount from the remaining 
budgeted emergency fund to help  

Windwood Farms.

Ronald McDonald House (RMH)

For many years, MPPC volunteers have 
prepared meals for the Ronald McDonald 
House on the last Thursday of the month.  

The RMH has 35 rooms which stay filled.  Our 
congregation members would prepare and 

serve meals for 70 guests. These meals consist 
of BBQ, baked beans, creamed corn, rice pilaf, 

rolls, coleslaw, and a dessert.   
 

Because of the coronavirus, the RMH is not 
allowing in-house volunteers to prepare 

meals there now, but is continuing to house 
children and their families.  They still have this 

continuing need to provide meals. 

Because we were not able to go and prepare a 
meal in March and will not be doing so in April, 
MPPC has donated an additional amount from 

the remaining budgeted emergency fund to 
help Ronald McDonald House with providing 

three meals per day for their guests.  

Rakes on Wheels

On the 16th of March, we had 30 congregation members in six teams 
of volunteers attending to six yards identified by our MPPC partner 
agency, East Cooper Meals on Wheels. Rakes on Wheels, though 
non-essential, is a ministry that brings light to many people who are 
physically unable to take care of their homes. 

As the threat from the coronavirus grew, we changed our operation 
method from teams to families working in yards…the work could 
proceed as long as we had only family members who lived under 
one roof to work together in any yard.

On the 21st, four more yards were cleaned up by sixteen volunteers.  
And on the 28th, the last yard was finished by two volunteers. In 
addition, we had another 12 adult volunteers and both our MPPC 
high School and middle school classes at MPPC, around 20 in 
number, available and planning to work before we changed to 
families only.  As with Rakes on Wheels in 2019, your participation 
has made this a wonderful whole-church ministry.
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hope house
 

Hope House and Hope Cottage are 
funded by MPPC member donations, 
guest contributions, and community 

grants. 

You can support our mission through 
general donations, honorariums and 
memorials, as well as our Adopt-A-

Day program that provides operating 
expenses (approx. $50/day). 

APR. 1 - 30
In Memory of Bob McCormick, a loyal 

Caretaker at Hope House, Given by Paul 
and Elizabeth Grantham, Katherine P. 

Harvey, Sara Stewart and the Hope House 
Ministry Team

APR. 7
In Memory of our Son and Brother, Ricky 
Cox, Given by Pat and Richard Cox and 

Leila Cox

APR. 8
In Honor of Jim Gilbert for his faithful 
leadership of the Academy of St. John 

Church School Class, Given by Susanne 
and Dick Query

APR. 12
In Honor of my Children, Barbara, Harry, 

and David, Given by Carrie Thompson

APR. 18
In Honor of Manfred Brauch’s Birthday, 

Given by Circle 4

APR. 24
In Honor of my daughters, Jessica and 
Sarah, Given by their Dad, Bob Hervey

If you’d like to Adopt-A-Day visit mppc.
net/hope-house-donations.

Adopt-a-Day  
at Hope House

Staying Strong Together
I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 

– Philippians 4:13

In every life there are challenges and obstacles. What 
defines us is how we face them.

As the Coronavirus spread, the Hope House Advisory 
Team decided to close – for a time -- both the House 
and Hope Cottage, a decision made even more heart-
wrenching because guests were in every room.

These families were offered gift cards, donated by 
volunteers, to help them find other places to stay. 
That is when we began seeing God’s hand at work.
Some of our guests asked that their cards be saved 
for the next guest needing financial help.

One of our Caretakers and her husband left a 
generous donation, asking that it be given to the 
families who had to leave.

And countless other Hope House volunteers stepped 
forward to begin the process of cleaning everything 
in sight.. from bed linens to bed posts, door handles 
to light switches. All rooms are being disinfected, and 
you may even see some fresh paint on a few walls 
before the doors to this “home-away-from-home” 
reopens to families in need.

To paraphrase Dr. Bynum, this time of uncertainty 
offers all of us the opportunity to serve in new ways.

If you would like to get to know our many wonderful guests 
who stay at Hope House and Hope Cottage, please contact 
Beth Moore at (843) 532-4892 or bmoore@carolinaone.com 
for information about volunteer opportunities.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 11
Join MPPC for a 

Re-read the Easter story in 
your Bible. Before noon on 
April 11, post a picture that 

includes an Easter egg and 
tells us what Easter means 

to you. 

Use the hashtag  
#onebasket2020 and tag 

MPPC on Facebook or  
Instagram! Families, see 

how many eggs and  
stories you can find!

As always, please monitor 
your child’s use of media.
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youth ministries
With Spring right around the corner spirits are 
high in youth ministry! We can feel the warm 
weather coming and for the youth at MPPC 
that means summer youth trips. Our youth are 
involved in many trips outside of the Charleston 
area every summer. 

The Middle School Youth will travel to Charlotte, 
NC for the CROSS (Charlotte Regional Outreach 
Spirituality and Service) in June to serve the 
Charlotte area by going to various mission sights. 
The week will consist of worship, music, energizers, 
serving others, and understanding what it means 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ. In July 
they will travel to Maryville College in Tennessee 
for the Middle School Montreat Conference. 
This will be a week filled with being surround 
by hundreds of other Presbyterian USA youth, 
worshiping God, growing in faith and participating 
in small groups.

The High School Youth will travel to Montreat, 
NC in June to experience the Montreat Youth 
Conference with a thousand other PCUSA High 
School Youth. MPPC will stay together in a couple 
mountain houses and experience God’s presence 
around in all that we do. The mornings are early, 
and the nights are long, but this trip is unlike any 
other. This is a trip you go on and never want to 
leave. We grow as a youth group and a church, 
bringing back newfound faith and ideas.

With all that being said, we are in desperate need 
of male chaperones for High School Montreat so if 
you feel called to this please contact me with any 
questions! Chaperones make these trips happen 
and we can’t do it without you!

Courtney Kraus,  
Director of Youth Ministries
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MINSTRY

children’s  ministries
Dear Friends,

I am writing this on March 16, unsure what our “normal” will be when this is published.  
Uncertainty is not my favorite feeling!  I want to reach through time and know where 
this issue of the Pelican will find you, and speak to that.  I pray for meaningful family 
time that reminds us of the joy of sitting together in whatever we face. I pray for 
comfort in sickness and grief and just too much togetherness, and I pray the church 
finds ways to be deeply connected to each other.
 
Wilderness is something God’s people have done before.  Exodus 14 takes us to the Red Sea, where 
Pharaoh sends hundreds of guards to retrieve the throng of Israelites and bring them back to captivity.  
The Israelites turn on Moses, asking if their trip was in vain, an overwrought and pointless effort, a fool’s 
errand that leads to their ends.  Moses, this man who struggles to find eloquence, speaks through his 
uncertainty and fear.  “The Lord will fight for you. You have only to keep still.”

In this time if keeping still in ways we aren’t used to, I pray that by the time this reaches you you’ll have 
found a groove.  Here’s some fresh ideas!
• Engage your kids! One of the most impactful and yet overlooked ways to engage kids in faith is to talk 

to them about how it shapes your life.  Kids see us struggle, sin, and skip over the hard stuff God asks 
us to do, and they wonder how they will do it. Tell them how you invite your faith to help you make 
decisions, what you say to God, how you seek forgiveness when necessary.  Putting faith into practice 
takes it off the page and puts it around the dinner table! Just like Jesus did!

• Challenge everyone in your house to learn the books of the New Testament.  Try seeing if you can 
recite them in round (Dad says “Matthew,” kid says “Mark, and so on). Google the Bigsby Show “Books 
of the Bible Song.” It is silly but excellent for memory!

• Build a home worship spot.  Everyone in the house puts an item that represents faith to them in one 
spot.  Take turns each day saying a family prayer.

 
No matter where this finds you in a couple of weeks, I hope you are able to seek comfort, peace, and 
patience in the arms of God. 

Sarah Harbin-Coleman,  
Director of Children’s Ministries

Our Children Need You on their 
Quest for the King’s Armor!  

June 29 – July 2
Vacation Bible School needs 
about 20 more disciples to help 
guide us through our week-long 
quest for the Armor of God!  Our 
children’s parents are asked to 
make a commitment when they 
sign their children up, and we are 
so grateful for them! But we need 
more help, and we need it from our 
congregation members who are not 
currently parenting children in our 
church!  Your commitment to our 
children means more to them than 
you will ever know. Come be a part 
of this transformational experience 
and have some fun, too! June 29-
July 2.  Register on Realm! 

MPPC Arts Camp  
July 20-22

Bethelwoods Summer Camp  
August 2-7

Kids and youth who have completed 
1st-12th grade are invited to spend 
a week in prayer and worship as 
they experience the traditions of 
sleepaway camp! Campers are 
grouped by grade and spend their 
week canoeing, swimming, learning 
archery, making crafts, and in Bible 
study, all in the beautiful foothills of 
York, SC. Housing is bunk beds in air 
conditioned cabins! Sarah Harbin-
Coleman will be a camp worship 
leader for the week. Register online 
at bethelwoods.org.

SUMMER CAMPS
Other Ways to Be A Part of 

Children’s Ministry:

• Get involved with 
Sunday School – 
Teacher signups for 
Summer and the 2020-
2021 school year are 
OPEN!

• Help Lead Children’s 
Worship!  Once a 
quarter (or more!), join 
Sarah Harbin-Coleman 
in leading our K-2 kids 
in children’s worship 
during the 10:30 service.

• Volunteer for special 
events!

• Join our Children’s 
Ministry planning team!
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christian education
Reflections on Neighborhood Church
 
Your congregation is an anchor institution for 
your community! When all is said and done, the 
lifeblood of Christ’s movement will always be the 
local church. It is the staging platform for mission, 
the beachhead where we help bring the kingdom 
of God to earth. (Neighborhood Church, page 120)
 
Lenten studies often pick a theme that is geared 
around the life of Jesus. These thematic studies 
explore the biblical story and then ask applicable 
questions of the learner that connect scripture 
to life. Adam Hamilton is an inspirational author 
around these types of studies. Simon Peter: Flawed 
but Faithful Disciple, John: The Gospel of Light and 
Life, The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus, 
Final Words from the Cross, and 24 Hours that 
Changed the World are but a few of his studies. 

This year our chosen Lenten study did not look 
at a specific theme about Jesus’ life. Instead, 
we focused on Church and what it means to be 
Church, a neighborhood Church. It was about 
applying our biblical knowledge and faith to living 
into our Call to serve. Our study engaged us to step 
out of our comfort zone and to critically explore 
how we connect with the community in which we 
serve. In many ways, we were challenged to look at 
how we practice discipleship.
 
Through Neighborhood Church, we discovered 
our assets as a congregation and small group. 
We were challenged to look at ministry from 
the abundance we already have, and that our 
neighbors have lessons to teach us that we never 
imagined. We heard that listening to God and to 
others is the foundation of incarnational mission. 
Out of relationship building comes partnership, 
transformational partnership that impacts lives 
around us. And we are blessed with wonderful 
facilities. Is there a new way in which we can share 
our space, where “every partner under our roof 
understands and embraces a vision of mutual 
investment in each other’s purpose”? Finally, in 
sustaining the vision, we are challenged to “strive 
for authentic expressions of worship” and to build 
into our DNA a process for mentoring new leaders. 
 
Lent and Neighborhood Church has kindled a new 
sense of what it means to be a church engaged in 
the community in which we serve. I am challenged 
to build relationships that are connectional and to 
recognize that those I serve have a tremendous 
amount to give. I am also reminded of the 

importance of always looking outward from the 
perspective of abundance!
 
So, what’s next for MPPC and what we gleaned 
from the Lenten Study? On Wednesday evening, 
April 15, there will be a Zoom meeting for all small 
group leaders and interested participants at 6:00 
p.m. Its purpose will be to share the different 
initiatives small groups developed and to talk 
about how we might make those initiatives reality 
and integrate them into the life and ministry of 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church. It will be a 
great way to take a step 
into discipleship. We 
hope you will be engaged 
in the partnerships that 
might come from our 
time together. 

Dr. Dan Wiard
Director of 
Christian Education

The Bruorton Family Worshipping Together
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worship & music ministries
Greetings from your Music and Worship Ministries! 

We hope this Pelican finds you well. Life during this Pandemic is challenging. We are still 
working hard to bring meaningful worship services to you. If you’re having trouble viewing 
services on the church website, tune in on Facebook Live. You do not need a Facebook 
account to tune in.

Our beloved Holy Week activities have been adjusted to allow for online worship. 

Palm Sunday  (4/5) Online, 10:00 a.m.
Communion will be served. Be sure to have your bread and wine or juice ready to celebrate at 

home!

Monday (4/6) through Saturday (4/11) – 10:00 a.m.
Check the MPPC social media for a special message from our staff members!

Maundy Thursday (4/9) Online, 7:00 p.m.
Communion will be served. Be sure to have your bread and wine or juice ready to celebrate at 

home!

Easter Sunday  (4/12) 
Sunrise Prayer Service on Facebook Live at 6:45 a.m. and Easter Service at 10:00 a.m.

In addition, here is a look back at the Fine Arts Ministry’s March concerts:

THE CITADEL 
CADET CHORALE

VOXIE –  CELTIC DUO AND  
ABIGAIL KENT,  SOLO HARP
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Mount Pleasant  
Presbyterian Church

VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHEDULE
10:00 a.m. Online Worship

Online Sunday School: 
9:00 a.m. (Adults)
9: 00 a.m. (6th and 7th Grade)
9:00 a.m. (Confirmation)
12:30 p.m. (Preschool)
1:00 p.m. (K-2nd Grade)
1:30 p.m. (3rd-5th Grade)
Monday’s at 7 p.m. (High School)

SERMONS
Live Streaming: mppc.net/watch-live-on-sunday
Sermons: mppc.net/sermons
Podcasts: tiny.cc/mtpleasantpodcasts

EVENTS, REGISTRATIONS & NEWS
mppc.net/events

FOLLOW US

@mtpleasantpres

OTHER WAYS
mppc.net/contact
843-884-4612
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